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Report to: Environment Committee, 19th July 2022 
 

Report of: Deputy Director - Corporate Policy and Strategy 
 

 
Subject: WILD ABOUT WORCESTER WILDLIFE WALKING ROUTE 

 
1. Recommendation 
 

1.1 That the Committee agrees an allocation of up to £15k to support the Wild 
about Worcester project, specifically for waymarking of the route and 

promotion of the initiative. 
 

1.2 That the Committee notes that the specification for any works to be funded 
by the City Council will be subject to approval by the Corporate Director, 
Homes and Communities in consultation with the Chair and Vice-chair of 

this committee. 
 

2 Background 
 

2.2 The Council declared a biodiversity emergency in September 2020, having declared 

a climate emergency in 2019. 

2.3 The Environmental Sustainability Action Plan was agreed by the Environment 

Committee on 16th March 2021. Within this plan, a specific objective was to develop 
a Biodiversity Action Programme. 

2.4 The Biodiversity Action Programme was approved by this Committee in November 

2021. The programme is focussed on updating management practices to support 
and enhance biodiversity in the city and also includes support for two specific 

projects that aim to increase community engagement with enhancing biodiversity. 

2.5 The report on Environmental Community grants, also on this agenda, describes a 
number of biodiversity-related projects that have been funded with small grants.  

2.6 Since the publication of the action programme Worcester Environmental Group 
(WEG), in collaboration with Onside Advocacy, has come forward with a proposal to 

establish a way-marked route around Worcester, helping residents to explore green 
spaces in the city, learn about nature and to improve their physical and mental 
health.   

2.7 This route would also act as a ‘wildlife corridor’, promoting the increase of 

biodiversity and protection of the environment.   

2.8 In March 2022 this committee received a presentation from Paul Snookes of 

Worcester Environmental Group on the ‘Wild About Worcester Way’.  He proposed 
using existing rights of way to connect green spaces, with the aim of improving 

mental health and wellbeing for local residents.   
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More information on the proposal can be found on WEG’s website: 
https://www.theweg.org.uk/_files/ugd/47b98f_1e26ddc4dbeb43bfb360f209de5553f0.pdf 

2.9 In the ensuing discussion, Committee Members expressed support for this scheme 

and the Chair explained that he had asked Officers to present a paper to a future 
meeting, identifying how the Council can support the project. 

3 Preferred Option  

 
3.1 WEG has presented a proposal to officers that includes waymarking of the route to 

ensure that it is easy to follow and that key features are highlighted.  Interpretation 
boards, accessibility improvements, creation of a website, engagement related 
activities and promotion of the route are also proposed. 

3.2 WEG has estimated that c. £10 - £15K funding is required to support the delivery of 
this work, alongside its volunteer workforce. 

3.3 It is proposed that the request is supported and that this will be funded from an 
additional allocation of £15k from the Environmental Sustainability reserve. 

3.4 Release of funding will be dependent on approval by the Council of the design and 

specification, and evidence of relevant expenditure.  

4 Alternative Options Considered 

 
4.1 The alternative options are to not support the scheme or to allocate a lesser or 

greater amount. 

4.2 It is proposed that £15k provides an appropriate level of support to enable the 
project to succeed. 

5 Implications 
 
5.1 Financial and Budgetary Implications 

The Environmental Sustainability reserve was set at £100k in 2021/22, to support 
delivery of the Council’s Environmental Sustainability Strategy. Commitment against 

this budget is as follows: 
 

Project Allocation Status Decision 
date 

Community Grants £20k Approved(spent) July 2021 

Biodiversity management plans 
(Council land, Waterway corridors) 

£20k Approved November 
2021 

Community Grants £20k Proposed  July 22 

SMG solar PV Outline Business Case 
 

£20k Proposed  July 22 

Wild about Worcester £15k Proposed  July 22 

Environmental Summit £5k Proposed July 22 

Total £100k - - 

 

 
 

  

https://www.theweg.org.uk/_files/ugd/47b98f_1e26ddc4dbeb43bfb360f209de5553f0.pdf
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5.2 Legal and Governance Implications 
There are no legal and governance implications arising from this report. 

 
5.3 Risk Implications 

Oversight of the funding by Officers and members and the conditions of payment 

mitigate any risk that the project does not provide value for money or tat Council 
funding is not used effectively. 

 
5.4 Corporate/Policy Implications 

This project emanates directly from the Environmental Sustainability Strategy and 

Action Plan, which includes matters of biodiversity. The strategy recognises that it is 
only with the support of partners across the city that the Council can realise its 

goals. Encouraging grassroots actions from new and existing environmental 
community groups is a key part of this. 

 
5.5 Equality Implications 

Some communities and organisations may find it more difficult than others to 

identify and access potential grant funding. This is be mitigated by appropriate 
promotion and support. 

 
5.6 Human Resources Implications 

No human resource implications have been identified in respect of this report. 

 
5.7 Health and Safety Implications 

No health and safety implications have been identified in respect of this report. 

 

5.8 Social, Environmental and Economic Implications 

The project will bring positive environmental and social benefits, encouraging and 

supporting healthy activity and engagement with wildlife and promoting biodiversity. 

Supporting community organisations to deliver projects also brings positive social 

benefits.  

 
 

 
Ward(s):   All 
Contact Officer: Claire Neville, Environmental Sustainability Officer, 01905 

722363, Claire.neville@worcester.gov.uk 
Background Papers: Environmental Sustainability Strategy Action Plan 2021-

22, Appendix 1 Action Plan.pdf (worcester.gov.uk); 
Environmental Community Grants, Report to Environment 
Committee, 20th July 2021  
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